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Iconic Buildings 

 

 

"Hey, I know that place!" Unique structures help to define where you are on a model railway. In this case, the 

Carleton Community Centre in West Saint John NB will form the anchor for a pair of modules our ECD 

Secretary, Bob Henry, is constructing. He could not find a kit that even vaguely resembled the prototype, so 

this building was constructed using photographs.  Lumber, plywood and Masonite formed the shape of the 

basic structure, then the photos were applied in layers to enhance the sense of depth. Some trim and 

chimneys to be added. (Modeling by Lou McIntyre)  
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President’s Message 
 

Greg Williams (President, Eastern Canada Division) 
 

As I write this, the 2019 MFMR Convention is now in the history books; you will find several photos 

of the very successful event in this issue.  

For me, this show marks the end of the winter modelling season. Looking back on the winter I did not 

accomplish any of my goals. But I am not discouraged. Things happen. 

I’m sure some of you are in a similar situation, another year goes by and that modelling project isn’t finished 

yet, the layout still needs scenery or that DCC install stares back at you from the back of the bench, just daring 

you to heat up the soldering iron. What’s important is to not lose hope or the desire to work at your hobby. In 

my situation, I’ve had one thing after another get in the way of model trains. I make sure though, to at the very 

least, do some reading or planning. With the Internet, we have an almost unlimited supply of model railroad 

related videos, articles, and pictures to keep ourselves interested. 

The other encouragement comes from others. A while back our ECD secretary Bob Henry and Hot Box editor 

Lou McIntyre recommended a podcast to me. I downloaded it and it sat on my hard drive for quite a while. On 

a recent road trip I loaded it onto a USB drive and plugged it into my car. It was an excellent episode of “A 

Modeler’s Life”. The host is Lionel Strang and he interviews Otto Vondrak, the recently named new editor of 

Railroad Model Craftsman. Otto’s attitude to the hobby is refreshing and inspiring. In short, he says, do what 

makes you happy in the hobby to the level that makes you happy. We don’t have to detail EVERY car or 

locomotive to museum standards. Take the pressure off and truly enjoy the hobby. For those that would like to 

listen to the podcast, I’ll put the link here.  

http://modelerslife.libsyn.com/episode-116-otto-vondrak 

Elsewhere in this issue of the Hot Box, there is some information about the differences and the similarities 

between the Eastern Canada Division of the NMRA and the Maritime Federation of Model Railroaders. 

As always, you can email the division or contact me directly with any questions or concerns. 

gregw66@gmail.com or 506-279-2232 

 

Call Board - the NMRA and the Region 

NMRA National Convention 

The 2019 NMRA National Convention is taking place in July in Salt Lake City, Utah. In 

the first issue of The Hot Box, George Jarvis wrote a compelling article on attending a 

national convention.  A link to the convention website: 

http://www.nmra2019slc.org/ 

This year, the U.S. is celebrating the 150th 

anniversary of the completion of their 

nation's first transcontinental railroad on 

May 10th. The theme and many of the 

events around the convention will centre  on 

the anniversary. 

http://modelerslife.libsyn.com/episode-116-otto-vondrak
mailto:gregw66@gmail.com
http://www.nmra2019slc.org/


 

 

The Coupler 

The April-June 2019 issue (#273) of Northeastern Region's quarterly 

news magazine is available online. 

To view the latest and previous issues of The Coupler, follow this link: 

https://nernmra.org/index.php/newsletter 

 

Northeastern Region Convention 

This year's NMRA regional convention is in September in Syracuse NY. Plans are coming together for a very 

impressive event, including almost 60 clinics being presented, over 25 

layouts open for tours, and operations on 12 layouts 

Clinics: http://www.empirejunction.org/clinics 

The theme, Empire Junction 2019, comes from  the fact that Syracuse is 

the crossroads of New York State. In the 1830’s the Oswego Canal met 

the Erie Canal in downtown Syracuse, connecting Lake Ontario and Lake 

Erie with the Hudson River. Later, the New York Central, the Delaware, 

Lackawanna, and Western, the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg, the 

West Shore, and the O & W all passed through Central New York. New 

York Central and DL&W had extensive yard and engine service facilities. 

Until 1938 the Central ran down Washington Street through the center of 

the city. Today CSX, the Susquehanna, and Fingerlakes Railway intersect here, as do Interstate 90 and 81. 

Train- watching sites abound here, with plenty of mixed freight, intermodal and Amtrak trains.  

http://www.empirejunction.org/ 

 

Balloon Track - News around our Division 

The Eastern Canada Division and the MFMR 

Who or what is the Eastern Canada Division? Well, the division known as the ECD is a part of the NMRA. The 

NMRA is a worldwide organization made up primarily of volunteers who love the hobby of Model Railroading 

and want to promote and help others enjoy the hobby. The NMRA is divided into regions and within regions it 

is divided up into divisions. When you become a member of the NMRA you are automatically a member of the 

region and division that is closest to you geographically. In our case, we are the Eastern Canada Division, part 

of the Northeastern Region. In heavily populated areas, divisions of the region are fairly small to give it a local 

feel. The idea being that people of close proximity will gather to put on shows, clinics and other events to 

promote and share the hobby. With our division, we are quite large geographically, taking in New Brunswick, 

Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland and Labrador. However, with the Internet we are trying 

to make it smaller. The important thing is communication. 

There is another organization for model railroading in the Maritimes. The Maritime Federation of Model 

Railroaders (MFMR). This organization has its roots in the 1980s as things with what was the old Maritime 

Division of the NMRA weren’t functioning well. In bringing back the division, we want to be clear that we are not 

in competition with the MFMR nor do we want to see its demise. We have the same goals -  to promote and 

support the hobby of model railroading, and we believe we can work together to achieve this. That co-

operation was very much evident at the MFMR convention in Sackville NB on the June 1 weekend. 

https://nernmra.org/index.php/newsletter
http://www.empirejunction.org/clinics
http://www.empirejunction.org/


 

 

   

In the first photo, NMRA members Steve McMullin, Lou McIntyre and Peter Dykeman are setting up modules 

brought from the Saint John club. In the second photo, Bob Henry, Dave Gunn and Larry Canon discuss some 

of the donations that were provided in support of your Eastern Canada Division. Thank you to all who were 

able to contribute.  

Membership in the NMRA, as in any organization, is a personal choice. We exist for those people who feel the 

NMRA provides good value for its members.  

The NMRA’s website nmra.org is an important benefit of membership with loads of member only content. 

There, you’ll also find a list of member benefits, so visit and make sure you’re getting the most from your 

membership! In this issue, Dave Gunn describes his journey in the NMRA's Achievement Program, one of the 

benefits unique to NMRA membership 

Other websites: The Canadian website where you can join the NMRA or renew in Canadian dollars: 

nmracanada.ca 

The Northeastern Region’s website: nernmra.org    

Our division’s website: easterncanadadivision.wordpress.com   

 

Train Shows and Conventions 

In this issue, you will see several photos from the very successful and enjoyable MFMR convention that took 

place in Sackville NB from May 31 to June 2.  A great time was had by all in attendance, and we look forward 

to our continued relationship with our friends in the MFMR. Here's a few more photos from the convention 

 
A quiet moment at the Sackville show as seen through the rink's safety netting 

 

 

https://nmra.org/
http://nmracanada.ca/
https://nernmra.org/
https://easterncanadadivision.wordpress.com/


 

 

Switch List 

Crossing the Strait 

ECD Secretary, Bob Henry, is a native Prince Edward Islander, and as such crossing the Northumberland 
Strait runs in his blood. Here he tells the story of the history of the ferries that connected PEI to the mainland 

The early 20th century war between the railways and other 
modes of transporting people and goods was never more 
oblivious that on Prince Edward Island. 

The Island joined Confederation in 1873 when the 
Government of Canada promised to pay off the crippling 
costs of the Island wide narrow gauge railway and to 
establish and maintain a year-round steamer service 
between the Island and the mainland. Before this time, 
goods and people were transported to and from the 
mainland by vessels of various sizes for three seasons of the year and by iceboats during the winter. 

 

While the narrow gauge PEI railway provided transport of people, goods and services the length of the Island 
starting in 1871, it was 44 years before a rail connection was made to the mainland. In 1915 the Federal 
government delivered the “SS Prince Edward Island”, an icebreaking railcar ferry to provide year round 
interchange of railcars and passengers between the Island and the mainland. The first service was from Pictou 
NS to both Charlottetown and Georgetown, PEI until the completion of the terminals at Cape Tormentine, NB 
and Port Borden PEI in 1917. 

 

This picture of the PEI was just after her North 
Atlantic voyage to the Island in 1915. The “Train 
Ferry” held 12 railcars. There was no automobile 
deck which was of little concern to Islanders as 
the Garden Province had banned cars from Island 
roads in 1909 and severely limited their use until 
1919.  

 

 

 

 

Any cars or trucks that dared to venture to the Island were loaded on flatcars and carried on the train deck. 

                            

                                            The first COFCs – cars on flat cars 



 

 

                                                                                

In the early years there was also a problem 
with the standard gauge railcars arriving on 
the narrow gauged Island tracks. This was 
overcome as the mainline to both Summerside 
and Charlottetown became dual-gauged 
tracks.  

 

 

 

          

                         Scotia                                                                                Scotia II 

 Between 1915 and 1931 ferry service to the Island was supplemented at peak seasonal times and during 
refits of the “SS PEI” by either the “Scotia” or “Scotia II” railcar ferries. These boats provided railcar service 
between Cape Breton Island and the mainland of Nova Scotia when not required on the PEI run.  In 1931, a 
new ferry arrived to replace the “SS Prince Edward Island” 

The “SS Charlottetown” was described as the largest ice 
breaking ferry in the world. Built in Lauzon Quebec she 
could carry 16 railcars and 44 automobiles. She was 
designed to handle the seasonal challenges offered by the 
Northumberland Strait and automobiles could finally drive 
on and off the boat thanks to major improvements made to 
the terminals in Borden and Cape Tormentine.  

 

 

 

While the CNR operated ferry service reflected the 
increasing popularity of the automobile with the design of the “Charlottetown”, truck traffic was another matter.  
Being in direct competition with the railway, trucks continued the lengthy process of being loaded and unloaded 
on flatcars that were transported on the train deck until 1948. 

 Competition is competition. 

The PEI was relegated to standby service and was only used at peak times such as Old Home Week or during 
the Charlottetown’s six week annual refit. She was also used to move the Fall potato crop from the Island to 
markets in the Boston states and beyond.  

However, the need for more drive on / off automobile space increased in the 30s and in 1938 the “SS PEI” 
underwent major design changes that included the addition of an auto deck holding 40 cars. 



 

 

Then in June 1941,  the “Charlottetown” unexpectedly sank on its way to refit. 

The “SS PEI” was called back into full time service, supplemented by the return of the “Scotia” or the “Scotia II” 
from the Cape Breton run as required. While the railcar service was handled, it became obvious that because 
of the war, nothing would be planned to increase car or truck capacity until the end of hostilities.   

In 1947 the MV Abegweit arrived 

 

The Abegweit was launched in ’46 at Marine Industries Ltd in Sorel, 
Quebec. She could carry 950 passengers, 60 automobiles and 16 
railway cars. She entered service on 14 August 1947 and was known to 
Islanders as “The Abby”, primarily because they couldn’t pronounce 
“Abegweit” 

With the “Abby’s” arrival the transport of trucks to and from the Island, 
no longer required they be loaded on flatcars.  The 30 year war was 
over..  

The rail deck of the 
“Abby” showing three 

sets of rail tracks and a metal deck to allow for the transport of 
cars, trucks and busses. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This picture shows the “SS PEI” in the 1950’s with the car deck 
that was installed in 1938. You can also see more cars parked 
at the end of the rail deck, which was partially “planked” in 1948 
to bring to an end the requirement of trucks being loaded on 
flatcars. 

 

In 1962 the “MV Confederation” came into 
service. (MV stood for “motor vessel”). She 
was the first ferry on the PEI run that was 
designed without railway tracks and 
transported only vehicles.   

 

The “Confederation” saw only Summer 
service as she had no ice breaking 
capabilities With her roll on / roll off design 
and a capacity of 60 cars combined with a 
quickness that reduced a one way trip to 
less than 30 minutes she became a 
travellers favourite. Her one fault was a 
shallow draft that made trips when a sea 



 

 

was running, an adventure. Nicknamed “The Confusion” by Islanders as with loading doors at both ends it was 
hard for a landlubber to tell if she was coming or going. 

 

As year around vehicle traffic continued to increase 
and with the “SS PEI” well beyond her lifespan, the 
“John Hamilton Gray” entered the service in 
October 1968.  

The “Gray” was the largest ferry to date on the 
Island run. Finally the "SS PEI" was retired in the 
Fall of '68 and with the arrival of two more new 
ferries in 71, the “Gray” was shared with the 
Newfoundland Service during the summers from 
1972 until 1988. Each Fall she would return to 
icebreaking winter service beside the “Abby” on the 
Island run. With a capacity of 165 cars, she could 
also carry 16 railcars on her lower deck. Rail traffic 
ended on the Island in December 1989 and the 
“Gray” on December 31, 1989 hauled the last railcars and locomotives off Prince Edward Island. She was 
retired in the Spring 1997 as  the Confederation Bridge opened. 

 

Other auto-only ferries running in Summer service included; 

 

 The “Lucy Maude Montgomery” which plied the 9 
miles between the Cape and Borden from '69 to 
'73 before moving to Newfoundland service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the “Hotdog Boats”. 

                                      

                        MV Vacationland                                                         MV Holiday Island 

 



 

 

 In May 1971 both the “Vacationland” and her sister ship “MV Holiday Island” came into service. Both these 
Ro–Ro vessels could carry 485 passengers and 155 automobiles and saw Summer work only. They, like the 
“Confederation” were shallow drafted making a crossing when a sea was running a challenge for those 
susceptible to sea sickness. Rules forced passengers to remain in the lounge areas one of the highest points 
on the boat. Due to the open deck design, many a car or truck on the lower deck received a salt water bath. 
Both ferries retired with the rest of the fleet in ’97 as the Confederation bridge opened. 

Islanders nicknamed them “Hotdog Boats” as for a while the only real staple available to travellers in the 
lounge / dining area was a hotdog with fries. 

 To close off the history of Island Ferries, the “MV Abegweit II” AKA “The Abby” as she also was known on the 
Island was built in Saint John NB and entered service in 1982 as the largest and last vessel in the history of the 
run between Borden PEI and Cape Tormentine, NB. With 
her capacity of almost 1000 passengers, 250 cars and if 
required, the ability to haul 20 railcars. She worked beside 
the “John Hamilton Gray” on winter service. In the warmer 
weather they shared the summer tourist traffic with the 
“Vacationland” and the “Holiday Island”.  

With their Ro-Ro designs and the speeds of 16 to 18 knots, 
these four car ferries could move over 700 autos an hour in 
each direction on the 9 mile run. 

However, this capacity was challenged at times between 1993 and 1997 during the construction of the 
Confederation Bridge which provided a permanent link to the Island and spelled the end of the CN Marine 
service.  

It had been decided that the bridge would be built on PEI. This required all the raw material and components 
would have to be transported by the ferry to the Island. For example, the bridge is made of cement / concrete 
and every ton of the dry product came from a plant just outside Truro, NS. An seemingly never ending line of 
B-trains (a tractor plus 2 trailers) made the 372 km round trip daily. Their route ran from Brookfield NS, over the 
single lane highway hills of Foley Mountain to the narrow route #16 from Aulac, NB to Cape Tormentine.  Then 
the wait in the ferry compound to be loaded on an assigned crossing. (an agreement had been worked out for 
a certain minimum number of the B-units be on transported on each sailing), however from time to time 
disputes arose as waiting tourists parked in the same lot objected to the lengthy trucks being loaded first. The 
trip across the Strait was followed by a short drive to the construction site at Carleton to drop the loaded trailer. 
Then a pickup of an empty set and start the return trip to the Truro area in the PEI compound again waiting for 
the boat. It was said, at any given time at least 10 of these units could be found in the terminal parking lots on 
both sides of the Strait.  

Not a rail car was in site. 

Regional Model Shops offer 10% discount for members 
Both Don’s HO Service in Moncton and Maritime Hobbies in Halifax offer NMRA members a 10% discount (ask 
them for details). 
The password for Don’s HO is “DULSE”. 
The password for Maritime Hobbies is “NMRA”. 

 

Interesting Links  

I was given a link to an older video on Youtube about the Quebec North Shore and Labrador Railway 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDn_WFT6nbA 

It has stirred up an idea for a future Hot Box article about iron ore mining and the QNS&L. Are you familiar with 

the operation and would you be willing to contribute an article? No need for it to be polished; we'll refine it for 

you if you wish 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hDn_WFT6nbA


 

 

 

Tidbits and tricks  

If you are going to run long trains with removable loads for your open-top model railway cars, the 

commercial products can get very expensive. Have you considered making your own using the real 

thing? Fortunately, here in Atlantic Canada, we have access to many different minerals simply by 

going for a drive and/or a walk. Most common, we find coal, gypsum, salt, iron ore, copper and 

manganese or even industrial loads such as lime or ballast. Once collected and ground up using a 

hammer, it's just a matter of sifting out a particular size......remember, I didn't suggest you should use 

your wife's flour sifter  

                

Another source is sand blasting grit; several products or different sizes and colours can be found at 

Princess Auto. I bought a 2-lb bottle of aluminum silicate many years ago and it should last me 

several lifetimes. I have no idea what I would ever do with their 55-lb bag of copper slag, but at 

$12.99, I can't leave it there. 

 

Ballast can be represented by beach sand. The scale you are modeling will determine how fine a 

sand you are looking for. Wave action on a beach does a decent job of sorting beach sand into 

different sizes and will usually remove the silt and clay so you don't end up with a load of mud. 

 

A gondola, ore car, or hopper loaded with 

this stuff can get heavy, so rather than filling 

the car,  I represent the load with a thinner 

layer at the top of the car. To do this, I start 

with 1/8' masonite cut into strips to match 

the rail car opening. Here are 3 different 

sizes for Athearn (top left), Tichy (right), and 

MDC (bottom right)  

 

I then glue on a block of styrofoam and trim 

it to form the final shape of the load.  

Some openings in these cars have sharply sloping sides, so 

it may be necessary to taper the edges a bit.  

Next, I apply a thick layer of dark-coloured paint and, while 

still wet, I sprinkle the ground-up ore or sand. I set it aside to 

dry; once dry, I clean up the edges where a bit of extra grit 

may have dropped. 

Here's a couple of samples of the finished load - easily 



 

 

removable. 

  

We need your input. If you have "Tidbits and Tricks", "Interesting Links", or any stories you want to share, 

send them to us at our e-mail address:   easterncanadadivision@gmail.com 

 

 Getting to Know You 

Our contributor in this issue is well known to many of us. Dave Gunn shares his background and his journey in 

the NMRA Achievement Program encouraging you to participate in, learn from and be recognized for your 

achievements. 

  MY AP JOURNEY TO MMR 

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Dave Gunn, born in Ottawa 1943, 

attended various schools in Ontario and at the raw age of just turned 18, I went to 

England to join a British merchant navy Company “Furness Withy” out of London 

as an engineer officer cadet and after a 4 ½ year apprenticeship I became a 

junior engineer officer progressing through the ranks to Chief engineer and 

ending up working for “Manchester Liners”.  I spent a total of 13 years traveling 

the world at sea but spent a good few of these plowing the North Atlantic to 

Canada out of Manchester and just happened to meet my wife Pam during an officer’s party on board my ship 

in Manchester.  We married in 1970 started working ashore in 1973 and had one son Nick in 1975. 

I have always had a love of model trains including a Lionel steam freight train (which I still have today) around 

the Christmas tree at the age of 7. I tinkered with American style model trains for many years not really getting 

anywhere and went to many model train shows in the UK.  During one of these shows I heard about a model 

train convention taking place near to my home in the UK all about North American prototype railroading being 

hosted by the British region of the NMRA.  I went to this show and was totally sucked into the hobby and what 

a joy it was for me to find a show all about modeling North American style. 

After this show I found out about a local group belonging to the British region of the NMRA and I never looked 

back. The British region has some 900+ members modeling North American prototype including Canadian 

which is my choice.  During the early years of my membership we started building a modular layout and I had 5 

four- foot modules based on Canadian prototypes and I really enjoyed the freedom to do my own thing 

including scratch building and scenicing on these modules.  Of course I looked on everything I did as perfect 

(as you do) and started entering into contests just for the fun of it. 

Now then, Contests are just that!  In a contest every entry is up against everyone else who enters.  Each entry 

is judged on its merits and then COMPARED to all the other entries in the same group to determine the placing 

in the contest and no doubt you would be up against the very best of modelling not even getting a placing.  It 

was discouraging to say the least. 

mailto:easterncanadadivision@gmail.com


 

 

It was then that I was introduced to the NMRA Achievement Program (AP) by a local member of our group, 

who just happened to be the AP chairman for the British region. He introduced me to the Program and 

explained the judging criteria and how the scoring worked. The AP program is a process of learning supported 

by fellow modellers; it opened my eyes to the wonderful adventure to learn from others.  I make this very 

clear—there are no hoops to jump through,  just a fantastic way to learn how to improve your own skills and 

also learn from your mistakes. 

I have a great love of scratchbuilding rolling stock and structures especially building in wood and was 

encouraged to build a model for inspection.  (Note the word inspection, not judging - with the AP I am not in 

competition).  This was my first entry into the AP program and, to me, it was constructed perfectly in every 

way.  WRONG!   Looking back now at this model I wouldn’t give it space on my layout 

The evaluation process really opened my eyes, and as long as I was willing to listen to CONSTRUCTIVE 

criticism then I was halfway to achieving a wonderful goal of perfection.  So, I looked at my evaluation remarks   

and determined how I might improve on this?  This is the learning process I keep mentioning.  It is so easy to 

be complacent and carry on doing the same things, or instead, learn from others who have been down the 

same road I was on. 

What is the AP program all about? 

Each and every modeller involved in our hobby is there because of some type of love for the hobby in some 

form or other and the AP recognises all avenues of the hobby and wishes to encourage and develop each 

aspect to do an even better job purely by learning from others.  I started with my favourite – rolling stock and 

each model I produced improved over the previous ones as I learned to find ways to improve the skill and 

quality of the model. 

Remember this is not a competition, just a way to learn. 

If you only want to do one aspect of the hobby, that’s OK too.  So I am now improving my skills with rolling 

stock.  Why not try the same with structures.  Can I apply my new found skills and techniques to this new idea?  

Why not?   

Now that I am building both structures and rolling stock where do I put them?  How about building a layout.  

Let’s look at what is required to build a layout according to the NMRA standards and apply the same principles 

to the construction.   What about track planning.  Again a huge amount of guidance is available from the 

NMRA.  It is the NMRA that have set the standards for all manufacturers to follow in the industry throughout 

the world so it must be the best way to learn to do it properly.  Standards and principles of design are all 

available and not too hard to follow.  These can always be discussed with friends and other modelers in order 

to develop the layout.  Why not do it right in the first place. 

Building a railroad to good standards in the end leads to good quality running which is something we all want to 

achieve.  Learning about track designs and possible switching configurations is all available through the 

NMRA. 

Powering a layout can be daunting to the ordinary modeler yet working with other modelers can help to 

develop an understanding of the basics and really that’s all that is needed.  I was fortunate being a qualified 

electro mechanical engineer and have been able to help other modelers in this aspect of the hobby and being 

able to give back to the hobby is also very rewarding. 

What is MMR all about? 

Master Model Railroader is what it stands for.  This all came about when the AP program was set up back in 

the 1960’s and is a title given to those modelers who take the time to work through the whole program and able 

to complete at least 7 of the 11 categories of the program including one from each of the 4 sections of the 

program to ensure an all-round knowledge of the hobby is gained.  



 

 

The 11 categories  and 4 sections of the AP program are as follows: 

Model Railroad Equipment 

 Master Builder - Motive Power   Master Builder - Cars 

 

Settings 

 Master Builder - Structures   Master Builder - Scenery 

 Master Builder - Prototype Models 

 

Engineering and Operation 

Model Railroad Engineer - Civil  Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical 

Chief Dispatcher 

Service to the Hobby 

Association Official Association Volunteer Model Railroad Author 

 

I chose from section one, (Model Railroad Equipment),  Master builder cars. From section two, (Settings), 

Master Builder Structures and Master Builder scenery. From section three, (Engineering and Operation), I 

chose both Civil and Electrical. And finally from section four (Service to the Hobby), both Official and volunteer.  

https://www.nmra.org/motive-power
https://www.nmra.org/cars
https://www.nmra.org/structures
https://www.nmra.org/scenery
https://www.nmra.org/prototype-models
https://www.nmra.org/civil
https://www.nmra.org/electrical
https://www.nmra.org/dispatcher
https://www.nmra.org/official
https://www.nmra.org/volunteer
https://www.nmra.org/volunteer
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
https://www.nmra.org/


 

 

 This gave me a total of 7 of the 11 catagories required for the MMR status being given my certificate at the 

British region convention in 1995 presented by the then NMRA President, Bob Charles.  It was a very special 

occasion as I was the very first in the British Region to obtain MMR status, number 240.  It was an amazing 

journey to take and I highly recommend anyone to think about doing the same.  It is not the accolade that 

makes it although it is very rewarding, but the immense learning process you go through during the journey.   

I retired in 2006 and moved back to Canada now living in Tatamagouche Nova Scotia where I have been 

constructing my present layout . I can truthfully say that this has given me a wonderful opportunity to put 

everything I learned into practice.  

Here are some photos taken on my old layout back in 

the attic of my home in the UK.   

The room was approx 11 ft square with access to the 

room by pull down ladder.  My new layout room is 40 ft 

square and accessed by a flight of normal stairs. 

      

 

Its now over to you to get stuck in and really get to enjoy the hobby to its fullest.  If you have any questions 

about any of this you can email me at david.gunn@ns.sympatico.ca 

mailto:david.gunn@ns.sympatico.ca


 

 

THE F.R.E.D.  

In the last issue of the F.R.E.D. we discussed the social side of 
model railroading. That was very much in evidence as we set up 
modules at the MFMR convention in Sackville. We were busy 
helping each other in preparation for the public show on 
Saturday, and packing everything away after; almost as much 
time was spent renewing acquaintances made over the years 
through the hobby. Here are a couple more photos from the 
event   
 
 In the centre of 
the left photo, 
we see ECD 
Secretary, Bob 
Henry staffing 
the ECD table 
along with 
Saint John club 
member Dave 
Slauenwhite. In 
the right photo, 
ECD member, 
Peter Dykeman 
is working in 
close quarters 
among a large crowd of visitors 
 
 

This new book has just been announced by Pottersfield Press. 
 
"........Presented in Mike's popular storytelling style, and drawing 
upon more than 430 images, many of them in colour, END OF 
THE LINE opens another window to the past, taking the reader 
for a nostalgic trip back in time on the abandoned Dominion 
Atlantic Railway along the once-famous Land of Evangeline route 
from Yarmouth to Halifax through the heart of the Annapolis 
Valley. 
 
Twenty-five years have passed since the demise of the Dominion 
Atlantic Railway (1894-1994), which closed just one month and 
five days short of its one hundredth birthday. There have been 
many railways but none more storied than the D.A.R., considered 
to be "one of the more important pages out of Nova Scotia 
history." 
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/end-of-the-line-
the/9781988286761-
item.html?ikwid=end+of+the+line&ikwsec=Home&ikwidx=1 
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