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Cover photo: In the video tour of Dave Gunn’s layout in the March 

issue, he spoke of the cattle and cattle pens he had planned. Well, 

here they are under construction – first class accowmodations!  
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President’s Message 

Greg Williams (President, Eastern Canada Division) 

 
It is September! As member Fergus Francey tells me, it is once again 

model railroading season! We have a great season to look forward to. 

There is a train show for each month of the fall. The only one that is still 

in question is the December show in Fredericton. Everything, of course, 

depends on the pandemic and what the virus is up to. I urge everyone to 

stay safe when you do go out to a train show or other gathering.  

I’ve got a goal for this season. I’ve made the commitment to put my modules in the November Saint 

John Society of Model Railroaders annual show. As I type this most of the wiring is done, I just need to 

add a control panel. Yes, it’s over complicated but that is one of my joys in model railroading, 

complicated wiring. If it works reliably, complicated is not a problem!  

Now it’s on to the modelling portion of the layout. A key to prototype accuracy is to put something that is 

recognizable on the layout. When you take stuff to shows where the public is present, it’s wonderful to 

hear, “Hey, I know where that is!” As such, I have some scratch building to do. The Woodstock, NB 

CPR station was distinctive. That will be a challenge for me, but if we don’t challenge ourselves in our 

hobby, we won’t expand our skills. Challenging does not equal frustrating.  

There is a wealth of knowledge in our area. If you are going to tackle something new in model 

railroading this season, reach out to see if someone has already done it. You don’t have to do it the 

exact same way, but you might just pick up a tip or two that makes your project a success. Remember, 

to be successful, you need to practice and that means your first try might not be 100%. We learn as we 

go so the second try will be better and so on. Then you’ll be able to share what you’ve learned and 

developed with someone else. That’s the crux of our hobby, sharing making new friends. 

Keep your wheels on the track! 

 

Our ECD Executive and 

Board of Directors: 

President:  

Greg Williams - gregw66@gmail.com 

Vice President: 

  George Jarvis - 

george.jarvis@nf.sympatico.ca 

Secretary Treasurer: 

Bob Henry - bob.hesterkv@yahoo.com 

 

Board of Directors: 

 Achievement Program Chair - Dave Gunn - 
David.gunn@ns.sympatico.ca 

 Membership Chair - Calvin Monaghan - 
calvinmonaghan@gmail.com 

 Hot Box Editor - Lou McIntyre – louism@nbnet.nb.ca 

 James Whatley - jawhatley@bellaliant.net 

 Fergus Francey - dasfergmiester@gmail.com 

 Division Liason Chair – Bill Turczyn - 
william.turczyn@bellaliant.net 

 

Division Advisor: 

Steve McMullin - mcmulls@nb.sympatico.ca 
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Call Board - the NMRA and the Region   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For all the latest news in the NER, have a look at the latest 

 Coupler newsletter:    NER Coupler #282 Summer 2021 
 
To view all previous issues of the Coupler, follow this link: 
 

   https://nernmra.org/index.php/newsletter 
 
 

For more information on the 2021 NER Convention, visit  http://millcity21.org/ 

The NMRA Turntable newsletter continues to be a great source for modeling how-to videos, layout 

tours, prototype visits.  

As always, the latest issue runs the gamut from building a layout to prototype documentary and 

operations, and everywhere in between. 

 And while you're on the NMRA website, check out the Video Library. Just log on to the NMRA 

website and go to Publications: https://www.nmra.org/members/turntable 

 

https://nernmra.org/index.php/media-items/region-magazine/2020s/336-nercoupler-282-summer-2021/file
https://nernmra.org/index.php/newsletter
http://millcity21.org/
https://www.nmra.org/members/turntable


 

 

Balloon Track - News around our Division 

 

Model Making Weekend – Sept 4, 5 

St. George’s Anglican Church Hall 

51 Church Street, Moncton, N.B. 

 

 

 

 

September 11 – 9a.m. to 4p.m. 

 

 

 

October 23 – 9a.m. to 4p.m. (note the date change) 

Truro Model Railroaders Association’s 44th Annual Fall Train Show  

Royal Canadian Legion 

42 Brunswick St,  

Truro NS 

Free Admission 

To reserve a place, please contact: 

James Whatley(506) 382-1488 (home),    (416) 319-3403 (cell) 

jawhatley@bellaliant.net 
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November 13 - 9am to 3pm 

Saint John Society of Model Railroaders Annual Model Train Show 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom Seminar 

Photo Interpretation for Model Makers, Sept 23 8 pm presented by James 
Whatley 

 Photo interpretation is something many modelers engage in regularly, in 
pursuit of their projects.  This presentation covers basic methods as well as 
useful tips and techniques to make the task of building models from prototype 

photos easier and more accurate.  The scope ranges from a brief discussion on camera and 
lens choices, to taking pictures in the field, software enhancement, scaling the results, 
confirming dimensions with either known features or field measurements, and transferring the 
resulting information either to a drawing or directly to a model.  Common pitfalls to avoid are 
included.  Examples of models built and scaled using the actual methods discussed are also 
presented. 

To Join the Zoom Meeting, click on: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81878651472?pwd=UDlDSDVHVlN2N2dkWnA3d2cxNFR5UT09 
 
Or by going to the Zoom website and using the following codes: 
Meeting ID: 818 7865 1472   Passcode: 911096 

Quispamsis Lions Club  

9 Market St. Quispamsis 

 

Adults $5, Children 12 & under – 

Free. Family  $15 Max. 

 

We will be following all 

COVID protocols in place 

at the time of the show 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81878651472?pwd=UDlDSDVHVlN2N2dkWnA3d2cxNFR5UT09


 

 

 

Achievement Program 

Congratulations to Wayne Woodland on achieving the Golden Spike Award. Here we would 

normally have a photo of Wayne with his certificate, but when it was mailed to him, it made that 

proverbial “left turn at Albuquerque” and somehow ended up in China. We expect a replacement will be 

on its way soon and a photo taken for the next issue of the Hot Box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with sadness that we 

inform you of the passing of 

Don Parnell of Yarmouth 

NS. He was a multi-talented 

driving force in model 

railroading in western Nova 

Scotia for many years and a 

member of the MFMR 

where, among other things, 

he was involved with the 

publishing and distribution of 

the Branchline newsletter. 

He will be missed.  

(Thanks to Ron Grandmaison for 

the photo of Don) 

https://memorials.sweenysfuneralhome.net/donald--parnell/4707178/index.php 

Congratulations and thanks to Fergus Francey – he’s has been named to the NMRA Canada 

Board of Directors! Fergus is taking the opening left when our own George Jarvis retired from the 

role. Thank you to George as well for representing us. 

 

https://memorials.sweenysfuneralhome.net/donald--parnell/4707178/index.php


 

 

Switch List 

A Helping Hand – with Fergus Francey and Dave Stredulinsky, photos by Dave Stredulinsky 

In the last issue of the Hot Box, we visited a layout being constructed by the Dartmouth Model Railway 
Club for a young challenged adult in the Halifax area. A COVID resurgence had temporarily put a stop 
to onsite work but as of the third week of June, work has again resumed  

 
Returning to the layout, they 
discovered the modelers’ 
nemesis - the swingout bridge 
wasn’t closing properly and there 
was some misalignment of the 
tracks at the ends of the bridge. It 
was likely because of expansion 
caused by the more humid 
conditions, but with some minor 
filing and the problem was 
resolved. 
 

Significant progress is being made creating scenery using plaster cloth hard shell and rock faces using 
Mold-A-Scene castings, then building, painting and weathering scenery and ballasting track 
  
One of the challenges was what to do 
on the wall with all the plug outlets. 
The solution was to place foam core 
board around the outlets in the form of 
a silhouette of hills. This would be 
about the same thickness as the outlet 
covers. A layer of 1/8”Masonite was 
then glued over the outlets and 
painted background hill scenes 
applied to this to look 3 dimensional. 

  
  



 

 

During August, Dave and Fergus started work on the harbour, road to the tunnel, tunnel portal, painting 
backdrop such as the lighthouse and trees, and making progress on ballast. Black foamcore is being 
used to represent the road/loading areas between tracks 
and along the dock. 

 

 

Fergus setting the 
ballast with diluted glue 

 

  

 

 

 

The Port area.  

 

  

 



 

 

 Fact or Fiction…..or both 

 
Norm Gignard of Edmundston NB took the time during the COVID lockdown to work on a couple of 
special freight cars and an expansion the Allagash Railroad portion of his layout 
 
“ I have attached a photo that I took on my layout - the Washagami & Northland RR, of my newest 

reefer car.  On decal paper, I printed out the artwork from the 
NER Division of the NMRA, then painted up an Athearn 
reefer car then lettered it with the decals.  The car represents 
the joint venture between my railroad, the Washagami & 
Northland, and the NER 
  
 The other project was the expansion of the Allagash 
Railroad section of my layout.  This increased this portion of 
my layout by 2.5 ft X 10 ft. (roughly) in an “L” shaped addition 
to the 1 ft X 10 ft. section that already existed.    

To give you an idea of my Allagash 
decals, I’m attaching a photo of box 
car 1012. 
I realize that the railroad address of 
ARR is used by the Alaska Railroad.  
 I intend to change the address to 
AGR, if that is correct and not used by 

some other railroad.  My next choice would be ALGR, 
but that would require quite a few cars needing 
serious re-decalling. 
As you probably know, the real Allagash Railroad is 
located only about 40 miles (60 Kms.) from me just 
outside of Fort Kent,Maine.  Needless to say, it no 
longer exists, so this allows me to do some 
imagineering.” 

 

It was at this point that the Hot Box editor was curious about U.S. modeler Mike Confalone’s fictional 

HO Allagash Railroad and that led to questions about the Allagash Railroad that Norm was referring 

to. Was it a real railroad in its own right or was it a local name given to the Eagle Lake Tramway? 

 
“Man, you got me thinking.  For years all my American friends have told me that there was an actual 
Allagash railroad that ran from a community known as St.Francis, Maine and went into the woods of 
northwestern Maine, somewhere in behind Fort Kent, Maine.  One of my model railroad buddies, Paul 
Cyr, who used to live in Madawaska, Maine and is now in Virginia, called a portion of his layout the 
Allagash Railroad and he always insisted that it used to be a real railroad.  I just never questioned him 
about that, I just blindly believed him!”  
 



 

 

In an email back to Norman, Paul 
Cyr provided the story. “About the 
Allagash Railroad, by 1913 the 
Bangor and Aroostook had 
finished its expansion and started 
looking at tapping the lumbering 
industry in western Maine, so a 
proposal was made to build a 
railroad from St Francis  to 
Katahdin Iron Works  in Maine 
that would roughly follow the 
Allagash River and would be 
called the Allagash Railroad.  The 
line was surveyed through the 
woods and was planned, but 
World War 1 came along and 
delayed the project and by 1920 
investors couldn’t be found to 
fund the project, so by 1924 the 
plan was abandoned.  On my old 
layout back home I thought it 
would be a good idea to revise 
history, have it built and never 
completely absorbed by the BAR, 
and I also could build the St 
Francis extension to connect to 
it.  I placed a map of BAR 
showing the proposed line 
location (dashed line).” 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

We extend a warm welcome to our newest ECD member, Doug Margison of 

Fredericton NB 



 

 

A New DCC System 

A Review of Digitrax EVOXD Evolution Express Advanced Starter Set by Wayne Woodland   

A new DCC system is what most model railroaders would consider a major purchase and was certainly 

the case when I decided an upgrade to my existing system was in order. After spending some time 

researching the newest systems available, I ordered the new Digitrax EVOXD system from Yankee 

Dabbler in New Jersey. They are a reputable Hobby shop and I have dealt with them several times in 

the past (for DCC decoders and the like) and always had quick and reliable service. This new Digitrax 

Radio DCC system was purchased as a replacement system for my existing Lenz DCC system which 

was approximately 16 Years old. As part of the order, I also purchased a UT6D wireless utility throttle 

as well as a couple of Digitrax’s new Stow Away throttle holders for fascia mounting. 

 

 For me one of the biggest appeals was the availability of cordless throttles, something that still to this 

date is not available with Lenz (unless you are willing to go third party – which I wasn’t interested in 

doing).Some of the other reasons for the decision to switch from my current Lenz system to a new 

Digitrax system were as follows: 



 

 

1. The ability to perform firmware updates at home (on all hardware components) was a 

big plus, unlike my old Lenz – which required packing up the system (could be several 

weeks with no DCC system!) and sending back to a dealer with the associated costs in 

doing so.. 

2. Having a brand of system in common use in my local model railroading community – 

lots of knowledge to draw on. Very few users of Lenz left in my area that I am aware of. 

3. Digitrax is constantly updating their components and software and have what appears 

to be a robust user support department. 

4. Extensive array of add on components for expansion opportunities available 

5. My modular group that I am a member of uses a Digitrax system at local trains shows. I 

no longer have to borrow a throttle – I can bring my own to use! 

6. The new Digitrax throttles (with colored LCD screens no less!) are much more up to 

date in appearance and more ergonomically appealing – I like them! 

7. User friendly. I find the new Digitrax throttles (and in general the entire DCC system) is 

much more intuitive than my old system. On my old system, I was constantly having to 

refer to the user manuals in order to “remember” how to do something, such as 

changing the throttle speed step setting to match a given locomotive or even the 

procedure to call up a new loco address. 

8. The new DCS210+ Command station has a built in PR4 programmer (with USB port) to 

utilize JMRI for programming purposes. 

9. Three Loconet connections on DCS210+ command station. 

10. In electronics, 16 years old is OLD! It was time to update. 

 

DT602D Throttle in Stow Away 

Throttle Holder 

 

 

 The installation was pretty 

straight forward as it was really 

only a matter of disconnecting 

a couple of wires from the old 

Lenz system and connecting 

them to the Digitrax Command 

Station. The one thing that took 

the most work was replacing 

the old Lenz Universal Panel 

connector located on the fascia 

with a new Digitrax UP5 panel 

(powered) – The old Lenz 

panel had a narrower and longer hole in the fascia that needed some filling, sanding and repainting. 

The UP5 panel was an extra that I bought. It is not really required, but as the command station is 

located on a dedicated shelf under the layout, I didn’t want to have to crawl under every time I wanted 



 

 

to synch one of the radio throttles with the command station – as well it gives me the option to plug in a 

non-radio Digitrax legacy throttle if necessary. 

I must admit having wireless throttles is a cool new feature for me! That being said, as with any new 

DCC system, there is still a lot to learn and become proficient at. I have joined a Digitrax support group 

and have already been able to learn a few things from that. 

 Shortly after I ordered the new system, I decided that I wanted to add wireless capability for visitors by 

means of adding the Digitrax LNWI module to my system. Most folks have smart phones nowadays and 

a lot of the model railroaders I know have a throttle app on their phones. The added benefit of this is 

fewer throttles to buy (they aint cheap!!). I have a Samsung tablet that can be used as a throttle as well, 

so that was tested with the new LNWI Module.  Initially I kind of wondered if having both the Duplex 

(UR93) Radio module and the Wireless module (LNWI) operating at the same time might cause issues. 

I went on the Digitrax forum and was able to see that some users of the older UR92 duplex module did 

indeed have issues. Part of my installation process was to load the newest firmware updates to both 

the modules in hopes that Digitrax had figured out any bugs and that I would not experience any 

issues. Well I am happy to report, that after installing the LNWI module, and using my Samsung tablet 

(with the Engine Driver App), that things worked just fine and I was able to control one loco on Duplex 

throttle and one on the Samsung tablet (LNWI).One LNWI module can control 8 Smartphone 

connections. 

UR93 Duplex Module 

(Left) and LNWI WIFI 

Module (Right) 

mounted under layout 

A couple of weeks 

after I had the new 

Digitrax system up 

and ensured 

everything was 

working as expected, 

I listed my old Lenz 

system on a 

Facebook for sale 

group and was 

surprised to find I was 

able to sell it very 

quickly. It now has a 

new home in Moose 

Jaw, Saskatchewan 

and the proceeds 

paid for approximately 

half of my new system. With the rate of advancement in electronics perhaps I will be reporting again in 

16 years time from now on how my next new control system is unlike anything we can now only 

imagine. 

 

For more on what is going on in “Wayne’s World” (sorry), check out his blog – The Nottingham Sub 

http://nottinghamsub.blogspot.com/


 

 

WOODCHIP CARS 

O-scale modeller, Don Fitzpatrick, has always had an interest in unique rolling stock; in this issue, he 

has a look at woodchip cars that he has modelled over the years and their relationship to the prototype. 

In the late 1950’s and early 1960’s pulp mills started changing the way that they received raw wood for 

their operations, switching from 4’ and 8’ log lengths and in some cases tree length wood,  to chips. 

The railways had to adapt to this new product. Some railways elected to build new purpose-built cars 

like the Northern Pacific, Great Northern and Southern to name a few. Others elected to modify what 

was surplus on hand like CN, CP, MEC, B&M, BAR, B&O and WM to name some. I will look at some of 

the early cars through models that I have built for my O scale railroad. 

CN & GTW 

In the early going Canadian National 

and Grand Trunk Western took 

whatever was surplus. They started 

converting outside braced single and 

double door cars by removing the roof 

and, in the case of the single door, 

adding extensions to increase 

capacity {Fig. 1 and 2}. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They then switched to 40’ 

boxcars and reefers by 

removing the roof and 

adding extensions to some 

{Fig.3} and not to others.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some received new 

plywood doors {Fig.4}. 

 

 

 

 

Some of these they then repainted and 

relettered {such as in Fig.3 again}; others 

they did as little as possible, painting only 

the additions and modifications resulting 

in the following strange sight! {Fig.6} 

 

 

They also converted gondola cars  and 3-bay 

offset hopper cars, {Fig.7, 8}  

and 51-foot pulp cars by adding plate steel on 

the inside of the uprights to make a hopper and 

using coal hoppers by adding extensions to 

increase capacity. In 1965 they built their first 61’ chip cars and some can be seen locally on the NBSR 

along with some of the converted pulp cars. 

CP 

Canadian Pacific did the same thing as CN 

but they were more concentrated in the 

west. They converted 52’ gondolas with 

extensions and opening end door on one 

end. They also had 3-bay offset hoppers 

with extensions {Fig. 9} , 40’ boxcars with 

extensions lettered for International of 

Maine Div.[Fig 10}, some of their early 40’ 

steel minibox cars with extensions and a 

series of 50’ plug/slide door box cars with the 

roof removed. In these cars they used a wood 



 

 

braced paper inner door inside the slide door to keep the chips in similar to the grain doors. 

 

 

BAR 

The Bangor & Aroostook used 40’ 

steel box cars and reefers and added 

extensions and new doors {Fig. 11}.  

Later on they had purpose built cars. 

MEC 

Maine Central used 40’ box cars with 

the roof removed and new doors added. They also 3 bay hoppers with extensions 

B&M 

Boston & Maine had converted hoppers with extensions 

B&O WM 

They primarily used converted hoppers with extensions 

PGE BCRAILWAY BCRAIL 

I cannot find any early pictures of wood chip cars but only of the 61’ cars some which we now see in 

Saint John lettered for EMRY or NBS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You will be able to find more information on wood chip cars by consulting: 

Morning Sun Books 

- CN Color Guide to Freight and Passenger cars Vol.1&2 
- CP Color Guide to Freight and Passenger cars Vol 1&2 
- Northern New England Color Guide to Freight and Passenger Equipment 

 

On the Internet, searches for   “Canadian Freight Car Gallery”, or “RR Fallen Flags” will return an 

almost endless volume of information 

 

Timing is Everything 

The same day that the Hot Box editor was compiling the article on wood chip cars, Bob Boudreau 

posted this HO model of a wood chip car on Facebook.......it fit in perfectly with Don’s article.  

“My conversion of an HO scale gondola to a high sided one used in wood chip service, based on a local 

prototype. Extended the sides with sheet styrene, ribs from Plastruct shapes. Painted the CP logo. I 

liked the look of the completed model, so I just weathered one side - can't see both sides at one time! 

The outdoor photo was taken in the local CP yard, way back when such access was not a problem.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://morningsunbooks.com/


 

 

 

The F.R.E.D 
 
The Irishman in these videos is building a utilitarian railway in his 
yard. I can assure you it’s not like anything I’ve ever seen and he’s a 
great storyteller having way too much fun! 
 
In this series, he builds: 
 Track     Turnout   Trolley   Turntable  Wheels 

 

To see some of the other fascinating non-railway projects he has on 
the go, here’s his YouTube channel:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSViWfOV4pEcYnzpV6w548Q 

 

 

 

 

Little Canada  

 

In the March 2020 issue, I introduced us to a 
monumental modeling project known as Little 
Canada. It ran head-on into Covid and the rest 
as they say is history. But not all is lost – they 
are back! 
https://little-canada.ca/ 

 

You can even have yourself “littlized” – we’ll let 
them describe this on their website 
 
 
And they have future plans to expand to include:  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfSK_sKBhTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3Y2fy6M2-8&t=305s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InJE6N4KVcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2uhsdYmijE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISByOjsZpOE
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSViWfOV4pEcYnzpV6w548Q
https://little-canada.ca/


 

 

A number of years ago, Stephen Hill of Quispamsis, 

NB scratchbuilt this firehouse in HO scale and now it 

has been produced as a kit by Bar Mills Models. 

Steve is now getting used to the nickname 

"Smokey"! 

 

 

 

We need your input! If you want stories or history from your local area, it’s up to you to 

share them. Send any projects, stories or reviews you want to share to us at our e-mail address:   

easterncanadadivision@gmail.com or to louismca2012@gmail.com 
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