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This Issue’s Index 

- President’s Message 

- Call Board - the NMRA and the Region 

- Balloon Track - News around our division  

- Switch List – From how-to’s to history, etc from 
ECD members. 

- F.R.E.D - links, laughs and everything else 

Cover photo: CN #14 is on time out of Coldbrook station on Lou McIntyre’s 

HO modules depicting the end of Rothesay Av in Saint John NB. 

mailto:louism@nbnet.nb.ca
mailto:easterncanadadivision@gmail.com
mailto:louismca2012@gmail.com
mailto:easterncanadadivision@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Greg Williams (President, Eastern Canada Division) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ECD Executive and 

Board of Directors: 

President:  

Greg Williams - gregw66@gmail.com 

Vice President: 

  George Jarvis - 

george.jarvis@nf.sympatico.ca 

Secretary Treasurer: 

Bob Henry - bob.hesterkv@yahoo.com 

 

Board of Directors: 

 Achievement Program Chair - Dave Gunn - 
David.gunn@ns.sympatico.ca 

 Membership Chair - Calvin Monaghan - 
calvinmonaghan@gmail.com 

 Hot Box Editor - Lou McIntyre – louism@nbnet.nb.ca 

 James Whatley - jawhatley@bellaliant.net 

 Fergus Francey - dasfergmiester@gmail.com 
 

Division Liason:  

Bill Turczyn - william.turczyn@bellaliant.net 

Division Advisor: 

Steve McMullin - mcmulls@nb.sympatico.ca 

 

President’s Message 

It’s December! Well, it will be when you read this. I’m writing near the end of November. I’m 

lucky to have an editor who accepts my column well past the deadline!  

We’re approaching the end of another year and the holiday season that marks the event. It’s 

an excellent time to reflect on the year gone by and plan for the one to come. Did you check 

off any of your to-do lists this year? What is on your list for next year? Progress, no matter 

how small, is essential. A few minutes every day adds up to getting items checked off.  

While we’re in the mood to look forward, I want to challenge you to make your hobby more 

than a personal pursuit. What can you do that’s hobby related that will benefit others? Either 

the public or your model railroad buddies? Does a friend have a challenging modelling 

project you can offer insight on? Is there someone in your community that could benefit from 

your knowledge of trains, model or prototype? I’ve been asked to speak in the new year to a 

seniors group in my community about trains and how the railway impacted this area. Fergus 

Francey and some of his buddies are building a layout for a disabled young man.  

If we make our hobby more than just a personal pursuit, the benefits will be multiplied. As 

Covid-19 hopefully falls into the background, look for ways to get out and share what you 

know and what you do. In the spirit of giving, I wish you the Merriest of Christmases and the 

Happiest of New Years. 
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The Autumn 2021 Coupler is now online. The 
spectacular cover promotes October’s NER Mill City 
convention which is now in the history books.  
 
Rising out of Covid, this convention had been 
postponed for a year. It’s great to see the organizers 
had a very successful convention 
 
 
To view the latest and previous issues of the 
Coupler, follow this link: 
 

   https://nernmra.org/index.php/newsletter 
 
As of Nov 15, they were having technical issues 
posting the latest Coupler online, but all past issues 
are available. 

 

 

 

Call Board - the NMRA and the Region   

 

The NMRA Turntable newsletter continues to be a great source for modeling how-to videos, layout 

tours, prototype visits.  

As always, the latest issue runs the gamut from building a layout to prototype documentary and 

operations, and everywhere in between. 

 And while you're on the NMRA website, check out the Video Library. Just log on to the NMRA 

website and go to Publications: https://www.nmra.org/members/turntable 
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Achievement Program 

You may recall that back in June, we 

announced that Wayne Woodland had been 

awarded his Golden Spike, but the certificate 

had gone on a magical and mysterious trip to 

China. It finally arrived at its proper destination. 

Here’s Wayne with his certificate: 

Congratulations, Wayne! 

If you want to begin your Achievement 

Program journey, go to:  

https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-

program 

 

 

 

We all know that Santa is a model railroader…….how many of us knew he did 1:1 scale? 

This was taken somewhere near the 

North Pole before he moved east. 

Santa’s spokesperson, Derm 

English reports “the caboose - CN 

78615 - (and Santa) arrived at a new 

operations base at Tatamagouche in 

July 2021 with the help of a few 

cranes and a heavy step-deck 

tractor trailer, and many volunteers.  

The Covid related delivery delay of 2 

years is over.  Other than blocking 

Main St. for a half hour when the 

tractor stalled, the move 1/2 way 

across the country was uneventful.” 

 
Derm added “it will be some time 

before the HO scale operations within 
the caboose will be re-established, but it is now a heated space to play in through the winter”.  

Balloon Track – News Around our Division 
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Monthly Workshops  

James Whatley has been busy organizing monthly Zoom workshops. So far in this 

ongoing series, we have had excellent and well-attended presentations by James 

Whatley, Luc Nowlan and Will Lawrence. Thank you for doing these presentations. 

Here’s a line-up of what we have already scheduled for the new year – Zoom access 

codes will be provided when the reminder is sent a couple of days before each 

presentation:  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a scene created by ECD member, Chris Lyon – see February’s workshop above for more on 

Chris’ upcoming presentation about creating backdrops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 20th, 2022, at 8:00 pm Atlantic time, Ron Tuff, MMR 366, will 

present: “Challenge Yourself to Become a Better Modeler through the NMRA Achievement 
Program”. 

On February 17th, 2022, at 8:00 pm Atlantic time, Chris Lyon will be presenting “An 

Approach to Painting Mountains and Lakes on Backdrops”. 

  

Scheduled for March 17, 2022, 08:00 pm ADT–“Introduction to Electricity for Model 

Railroaders”, by Greg Williams, President, NMRA – Eastern Canada Division. 

  

On April 21, 2022, 08:00 pm ADT–“Track Laying”, by Fergus Francey, Director 

NMRA Canada 

  



 

 

 

The Truro Show 
 
 
 
 
Because of Covid travel 
restrictions, many of us were 
unable to attend the Truro show. 
But in spite of that, all reports 
indicate a very successful and well 
attended show. 
 
In these photos taken by Dave 
McMahon, we can see layouts 
from the Narragansett Bay Railway 
& Navigation Company, The 
EasterN BeNders, and the 
Dartmouth Model Railway Club.  
 
If you look real hard you can 
almost see Fergus Francey and 
Chris Lyon at the Eastern Canada 
Division table. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Darmouth Model Railway Club put a few sales tables together. They sold everything; the proceeds 
are going to the IWK railway. Well done!  



 

 

https://maritimehobbies.ca/ 
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An HO Version of a Truly Canadian Locomotive 
A Review of Rapido’s MLW M420 by Wayne Woodland   

I model the Maine Central in the late 1970’s time frame. A couple of years ago when Canadian 

manufacturer Rapido announced that it was going to produce a MLW M420 model, I was slightly 

intrigued. This was a locomotive that I had saw years ago here on the East coast of Canada and had 

always liked the look of – with its wide comfort cab  and alI . I recall seeing them here in Halifax working 

in the Rockingham yard back in the early- mid 1990’s. After the initial announcement from Rapido, I 

didn’t pre-order and I kind of forgot about these models until they were released. It was then that I 

started to read on the internet many positive reviews and comments on the new models. This started 

my interest again in the model and, although it doesn’t fit in directly with what I am modeling, I decided 

to take the plunge and order one (I will come up with a modelers licence history to justify its existence 

on my layout). My local hobby shop only had one left in stock and it was not one of the road #,s that 

had the orange cab roof (vs black) , which I decided was what I wanted. I found one on line at Georges 

Trains (Toronto) and ordered it. I ordered the sound equipped version – it comes with an ESU 

LokSound V5 decoder in it, preloaded with the correct prime mover, horns, bell , etc sound as well as 

full lighting control. 

The model arrived 

about a week or 

so later. It was my 

first Rapido 

locomotive ever 

and as I opened 

the box, I was 

impressed with the 

sturdy outer box 

which had a color 

photo of the unit 

on the cover. 

Inside, the model 

was well protected 

with thick foam 

and a plastic 

cradle with sleeve 

the held the model safely in place. Handrail protectors are also used. The box also contained a parts 

bag, some advertisement leaflets, an exploded parts diagram, as well as an extensive owner’s manual 

M420 booklet. The parts bag has many added detail parts that the owner can choose to add, with parts 

to represent some changes that the M420 had received during its lifetime, also included are parts to 

enable the nose door to be modeled in an open position (just pay attention to the notes in the owner’s 

manual should you choose to do this) – well done Rapido! 

After carefully removing the locomotive from its protective packaging, I inspected the model for any 

damage , missing,or loose parts, etc and was pleased to see all was well.  

Switchlist 



 

 

Body detail on this locomotive is incredible and although I am not an M420 expert, I was amazed at the 

level of detail all over, including the truck and underbody detail – I can’t imagine anyone being 

disappointed in this regard. 

The loco was placed on my 

layout and when I hit the F8 

function, the familiar sound of 

an Alco 251C diesel starting 

up could be heard. Sound 

was crisp and clean sounding 

– at least to my ears anyway! 

The lighting package on this 

locomotive is phenomenal to 

say the least– besides the 

front and rear headlights, the 

unit has front and rear class 

lights that are not only 

switchable on and off, but 

can be cycled through red, 

white and green aspects – 

how cool is that!. It also has 

under cab track inspection 

lights, independently 

controllable number board 

lights which are also 

controllable with a function 

button and a lighted control 

stand within the cab! 

 

 

 

I have an ESU Lok Programmer, which makes changing any of the programming on the M420 a snap. I 

also made a backup file of the stock file , so that in the event of needing  reprogramming , I have the file 

to do it , should doing a simple factory reset not work. Hopefully that will never be necessary. After 

using an ESU LokProgrammer ( as well as JMRI for non-ESU equipped locos) you will never want to go 

back to programming using a throttle! 

The performance of this loco is in line with pretty much any of the newer high end locos available on the 

market today- slow speed performance is exceptional and the speed range appears to be realistic. With 

the addition of ESU’s F9 drive hold feature, it also gives you the ability to change the RPM sound of the 

prime mover without the speed of the loco changing – an excellent feature when encountering grades 

on a layout.  



 

 

This locomotive is ready to use out of 

the box  - the only things that I did was 

to change the DCC address ( from the 

stock #3) to match the address on the 

cab, as well as replacing the stock 

Rapido knuckle couplers with Kadee # 

158 scale head whisker couplers. 

 

 

This is a model that many Canadian 

modelers have been waiting years for 

to be produced in plastic and Rapido 

has done a first rate job with this 

model. With the addition of ESU’s top 

of the line LokSoundV5 decoder it 

adds the performance, sound and 

lighting control that will blow you 

away. Any modeler of Canadian 

National that includes the mid 60’s to 

mid 90’s time period will surely want 

one (or more) of these excellent 

models. My hat is off to Rapido on this 

one! 

 

 

Chaleur & Restigouche 
 

Campbellton, NB’s Ronald 

Grandmaison has created a 

beautifully detailed HO empire 

depicting the CN mainline 

from Matapedia Quebec to 

Miramichi NB with focus on 

the Campbellton NB area. A 

recent set of photos that Ron 

posted caught the Hot Box 

editor’s eye. Here’s a sample 

shot:  

To follow Ron on a tour of his 

layout, go to the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSxqDfGOYAo 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSxqDfGOYAo


 

 

A Helping Hand – with Fergus Francey and Dave Stredulinsky, photos by Dave Stredulinsky 

We continue to follow the efforts of the Dartmouth Model Railway Club building a Thomas-based model 
railway for a young challenged adult, Scott, in the Halifax area. 
 

The bridge is completed - a little work needed where 
the bridge stonework joins the rock faces, perhaps 
adding some vines etc.   

Trees and vegetation added behind the 
station and on both sides of the trestle  

  

They have also installed Scott’s lighthouse with working 
light and working windmill.  



 

 

Fergus Francey provided a couple of panorama shots showing much of the recent progress: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We extend a warm welcome to our newest ECD members, Keith Lampier of Dartmouth 

NS, and Rob Leathley of Hampton NB. 



 

 

The World’s Shortest? Shortline 

 
Before we get to the story, we have to set the framework. 
There are four main ingredients in the mix:  

 First, we have the Bayside Canadian Railway, 
a registered Canadian Railroad that has barely 
200’ of track and connects to nothing. It consists 
of two flat cars and a trackmobile  

 The second ingredient is the Jones Act, a 100+ 
year-old piece of U.S. legislation put in place to 
protect U.S. shipping and promote the construction of 
U.S.-built ships and to support a U.S. merchant 
marine. The Act prohibits foreign vessels from moving product between U.S. ports. 

 To add a bit of spice to the mix, 
there is an “exception” in the 
Jones Act allowing shipping of 
product over Canadian rail 
lines as a “through route”. 

 And finally, we have the U.S. 
Customs and Border 
Protection Agency acting on 
behalf of the Biden 
administration which 
campaigned on a “Buy 
American” platform including 
enforcing the Jones Act. Their 
stance is the arrangement we 
are about to describe 
contravenes the intent of the 
exception to the Act.  

 

Mix them together and you have a 

$350M trade dispute. 

Here’s how it works….or worked: 

Foreign freezer ships are loaded with fish in Dutch Harbor, Alaska and moved through the Panama 
Canal all the way to Bayside NB. There they offload their cargo to reefer trailers, these trailers are then 
loaded onto flat cars on the railway which are moved a few feet to meet the letter of the Jones Act 
exception. The trailers are then taken off the flat cars and then trucked to the U.S. 

This is apparently not the first time this dispute has arisen. Before the U.S. courts previously, the 
decisions have been that the arrangement follows the letter of the law. How this will play out in future 
remains to be seen. 

This is what the Port of Bayside, NB  looks like (Google satellite view): 

 



 

 

 

Imagine having a complete railway modelled as a diorama with no selective compression :-) 

 

 

A Bucket List Item 

Eastern Canada Division Board of Directors 

member, Captain Fergus Francey of the 

CCGS Hudson, has checked another item off 

his bucket list;  

“ Yep I'm a kid at heart, last time I fired up a 

ship's engine was in 1982 on the CCGS John 

A MacDonald. Like the John A's Fairbanks 

Morse 12 cylinder opposed piston engine, the 

one here is an ALCO 251 B (2 signifies 

February and 51 signifies the year it was 

approved for service).  These are the engines 

found in both CNR and CPR RS-18 Diesel 

Locomotives” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Superb Modelmaking Skills 
 
Back in September, Steve O’Brien found an upcoming 
presentation on scratchbuilding the schooner Bluenose. 
Whether it is a railway station or a wooden ship, the skill 
shown in creating these models is something to behold – 
what beautiful work! 

https://www.facebook.com/bluenose100/videos/3605523469551047 

 

 

Interesting Links 

It’s amazing what you can stumble across without even trying……then it just cascades from there: 

Dominion Atlantic Railway on TRAINZ Railroad 

Simulator 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDkbNNcUzfk&t=11s 

(from Railroad Custom Works) 

 

 

 

 

In the process of discovering the DAR we also 

found one done on the NB Southern 

Railway’s new SD70M’s (Created by Jean 

Tousignant) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tk_VVnriuno 

 

 

The F.R.E.D. 
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Gone But Not Forgotten 

This is a small part of a 

comprehensive map showing 

abandoned railway lines 

throughout North America 

....and they are working on 

the rest of the world 

 

 

 

 

https://www.frrandp.com/p/the-map.html? 

 

 

Railway Coastal Museum 

Greg Williams has posted a set of approx.40 photos on his 

Facebook Page, Greg’s Trainyard, taken from his 

collection featuring the 

Railway Coastal 

Museum in St John’s 

NL. Here’s a sample of 

what you’ll see: 

This is a must-see for 

anyone visiting the City. 
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We here in the Eastern Canada 
Division of the NMRA take this 
opportunity to wish all of our 
model railroading friends a very 
Merry Christmas season and 
the hope for a healthy and 
happy 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need your input! If you want to see stories or history from your local area, it’s up to 

you to share them. Send any projects, stories or reviews you want to share to us at our e-mail address:   

easterncanadadivision@gmail.com or to louismca2012@gmail.com 
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